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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Little House is a one and two and a half story frame over log building which
faces south from the north side of Peters Road near Thurston. The main block of the
house is three bays wide and one room deep; the one story kitchen addition is two bays
wide and one room deep. An open porch extends along the entire length of the south
side. Two entrances are located on the south side; an eight panel door with four light
transom occupies the second bay, a replaced glass and panel door is located in the fifth
bay. The first and third bays on the first level are occupied by 9/6 windows; located in
the fourth bay on the first level and.first and third bay on the second level are 6/6
windows, all with louvered shutters. An additional entrance on the north side which
is now boarded closed may once have been the main entrance. The entire building is
constructed on a low random stone foundation; the flank gabled tin roof is finished
by a boxed cornice. Two single exterior chimneys flank the gables on the east and
west sides.

A modern one story frame addition built in the 1960's is located on the east side
of the main residence.

The house is in very good condition and is currently rented to tenants by the
owner. y

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



F-7-~22

B} SIGNIFICANCE
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Little House is an excellent example of 'a two story'log: dwelling with many
18th and early 19th century construction and decorative interior features.
. . o C
The entire house which is one room deep is constructed of exposed oak beams. Much
of the original horsehair chinking and wide oak flooring is evident throughout the house.
The ceiling is exposed whitewashed beams.

A roughly beaded chairrailing which was added later over the log is located in the
center and west rooms on the first floor.

—. Located in the east room on the first level which served as the kitchen is a large

.nched and corbeled brick fireplace and chimney with the original wrought iron fire-
place swing. Several bricks in this hearth were replaced with similar ones from the ruins
of the Zion Episcipal Church which was constructed in 1802.

The exact history of the house is not known but a little search of the land reveals
that the land was part of the original "Bloomsbury Tract' owned by Roger Johnson. Sub-
sequently the land was given to James T. Johnson and Charles Johnson in Roger's Will.

e land remained in the Johnson family until the mid-nineteenth century when the land
was deeded to Zadock Windsor, a local land speculator.

Since the house is located not far from the "Forge Farm" it is believed that the
house was used as a tenant or overseer's house for a worker at the Johnson Furnace but
this has not yet been documented.

A Johnson family graveyard is located approximately four hundred yards northwest of
the house however no gravestones remain. It is possible that it contains the grave of
James T. Johnson since a right of way to the graveyard is included in his widow's deed to
Zadock Windsor.l

Also located on the land is a rock which is the quietest site yet discovered in the
United States. Seismic readings of underground motion at this site are approximately
100,000 times more sensitive than at any other site. Dr. Ellis T. Bolton, Director of
the Carnegie Institution's Department of Terrestial Magnetism has stated 'that this is a
natural resource of the first magnitude and its preservation in its present state at least
s in the national interest".2

- Frederick County Land Records Liber DSB2 Folia 32-

2 Potomac Magazine, July 12 1970 . 24.
CONTINUE O SEPARAT% SI-fEET I’FPNEC‘}ESSARY
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Washington Post, Potomac Magazine, July 12, 1970, p. 24 “.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

[IST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Cherilyn

ORGANIZATION DATE

Frederick County Historic Sites Survey
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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